February 27, 2019
OTTAWA – Hon. Michelle Rempel, issued the following statement regarding a petition that calls on the Minister of Border Security and Organized Crime Reduction to immediately scrap Bill C-71 and abandon the pursuit of a handgun ban:
“Today, I will table in the House of Commons a petition that calls on Minister Bill Blair to do what is right and respect law-abiding firearms owners by abandoning a blanket handgun ban and scrapping Bill C-71. This petition garnered significant support from those who are tired of this government’s continued attacks on law-abiding citizens. Over 38,000 people signed this important petition.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Canada’s Conservatives know that the safety of Canadians should be the government’s top priority. We also know that a blanket handgun ban will do nothing to actually stop gun violence. Instead, this policy would make criminals of law-abiding firearms owners. These people are some of the most highly vetted Canadians.
“Canada’s Conservatives have been outspoken opponents of the Trudeau government’s Bill C-71 because it will do absolutely nothing to address gang-related violence and rural crime. This is a wasteful and ineffective piece of legislation, and Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer has been clear that he would repeal this bill if elected Prime Minister.
“Liberals cannot be trusted when it comes to their policy on firearms. With recent media reports that Minister Bill Blair plans to pitch a handgun ban to the Trudeau Cabinet, it is imperative that the government stop its repeated attacks on responsible firearm owners.
“Canada’s Conservatives will continue to respect law-abiding firearms owners and oppose this government’s nonsensical policies.  Instead of attacking Canadian farmers, hunters and sports shooters, we call on the government to put forward legislations that actually tackle the issue of illegal gun-violence and gang-related crime.”
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